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Condensation

The spectrum of flow processes associated with condensation on a solid surface are almost a mirror
image of those involved in boiling. Thus drop condensation on the underside of a cooled horizontal plate
or on a vertical surface is very analogous to nucleate boiling. The phenomenon is most apparent as the
misting up of windows or mirrors. When the population of droplets becomes large they run together to
form condensation films, the dominant form of condensation in most industrial contexts. Because of the
close parallels with boiling flows, it would be superfluous to repeated the analyses for condensation flows.
However, in the next section we include the specifics of one example, namely film condensation on a vertical
surface. For more detail on condensation flows the reader is referred to the reviews by Butterworth (1977).


